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SUBJECT: VISIT OF TONGAN PRIME MINISTER 

REFS: A. BONN 5010 (NOTAL); B. BONN 7215 (NOTAL) 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THE VISIT OF TONGAN PRIME MINISTER 
PRINCE TU'IPELEHAKE TO THE FRG MAY 3 1-JUNE 5 WAS ANOTHER 
INDICATION OF RENEWED GERMAN INTEREST IN THE SOUTH 
PACIFIC. DURING THE VISIT HE SIGNED A TREATY OF 
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE FRG AND A TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT. THE GERMANS INDICATED THEY WERE PREPARED TO 
GRANT AID TO THE EXTENT OF 5 MILLION DM FOR IMPROVING 
THE TONGATAPU AIRPORT AND 1.5 MILLION DM FOR AGRICULTURE 
PROJECTS PROVIDED CERTAIN CONDITIONS ARE MET. 

HOWEVER, GERMAN OFFICIALS HAVE DOUBTS ABOUT THE ABILITY 
OF THE TONGANS TO MAKE EFFECTIVE USE OF DEVELOPMENT 
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ASSISTANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING THE MAY 31-JUNE 5 VISIT OF TU'IPELEHAKE TO 
BONN, BERLIN AND HAMBURG THE TONGAN PRIME MINISTER 
SIGNED A TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP WHICH UPDATED THE ONE- 
HUNDRED YEAR OLD ORIGINAL. THE PRINCE ALSO SIGNED A 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT AND THE GERMANS INDI- 
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CATED A WILLINGNESS TO GRANT A 6.5 MILLION DM DEVELOP- 
MENT AID PROGRAM OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS. 

2. THE VISIT RECEIVED A FAVORABLE PRESS IN THE FRG BUT 
GERMAN OFFICIALS TELL US THAT. EXCEPT FOR THE SIGNING 
OF THE AGREEMENTS. THE TONGANS HAD VERY LITTLE OF 
SUBSTANCE TO SAY. IT WAS THE FOREIGN OFFICE S 
IMPRESSION, HOWEVER, FROM THE FEW COMMENTS THE PRINCE 
MADE THAT THE TONGANS ARE PERHAPS LESS READY TO USE THE 
SOVIET CARD (I.E., THE OFFER OF SOVIET DEVELOPMENT AID) 

THAN THEY WERE A YEAR AGO AS A MEANS TO OBTAIN AID FROM THE WEST. 

3. THE VISIT DID NOTHING TO CLEAR UP THE QUESTION 
WHETHER THE TONGANS WILL USE THE GERMAN SHIPPING 
LINE, HAMBURG SUED, OR THE DANISH LINE, LAURITZEN, FOR 
THE SHIPPING AID PROJECT. IN GENERAL, THE WEST GERMANS 
FEEL THAT THE TONGANS HAVE DONE LITTLE IN THE WAY OF 
PREPARATION SO THAT THE COUNTRY COULD MAKE PRACTICAL USE 
OF DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE. THE GERMANS ARE UNWILLING TO 
UNDERTAKE THE PROJECT FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE 
TONGATAPU AIRPORT UNLESS IT IS A JOINT PROJECT AND 
CONFORMS WITH THE FEASIBILITY STUDY WHICH IS NOW BEING 
DONE BY THE AUSTRALIANS. 

4. WHILE THIS LATEST VISIT IS A FURTHER INDICATION OF 
RENEWED GERMAN INTEREST IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC, THE WEST 
GERMAN GOVERNMENT MAINTAINS A CAUTIOUS ATTITUDE ABOUT 
ITS ROLE IN THE AREA. WHILE WILLING TO HELP WITH 
DEVELOPMENT AID, THE GERMANS REQUIRE THAT THE 
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RECIPIENTS BE PREPARED TO UTILIZE EFFECTIVELY WHATEVER 
ASSISTANCE THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC EXTENDS. 

STOESSEL 
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